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Diagnoses to consider in an acutely unwell child
Meckel's diverticulum (if massive bleed) (Meckel's diverticulum is a developmental abnormality where vestigial embryonic GI tissues remain in abdomen but outside GI tract)
Infective diarrhoea e.g. Campylobacter, Shigella, C. difficile Intussusception Malrotation and volvulus (consider if also bilious vomiting)
Meckel's diverticulum (can present with large painless rectal bleed and shock) Oesophagitis (if significant upper GI bleed)
Diagnoses to consider in a chronically unwell child
Rectal polyps (may be anaemic) Bleeding disorder Cows' milk allergy (look for history of atopy)
Oesophagitis due to severe reflux
There is so much we don't know in medicine that could make a difference, and often we focus on the big things, and the little things get forgotten. To highlight some smaller but important issues, we've put together a series of pearls that the Red Whale found at the bottom of the ocean of knowledge!
Management
Refer a sick child with rectal bleeding urgently! If there is frequent painless bleeding in a well child refer for paediatric review as they may need imaging to look for rectal polyps/inflammatory bowel disease. Refer if there is a history consistent with a bleeding disorder. If constipation or fissure are likely then treat constipation with laxatives (macrogol paediatric plain first line -see Online handbook for NICE on constipation). Topical anaesthetic jelly may help if there is a fissure. Consider a 2-6w trial of cow's milk exclusion if allergy is suspected.
An approach to 'the blood stained nappy'
The most common cause of red blood on wiping or in the nappy not mixed with stool is constipation and anal fissure. Treat these aggressively with macrogol paediatric plain and topical anaesthetics. In the context of bloody diarrhoea send stool cultures for Shigella, Campylobacter, etc. Unwell children with rectal bleeding, abdominal pain +/-vomiting need urgent hospital assessment for surgical causes such as intussusception, malrotation and upper GI bleeding. If there has been a recent change in feeds, consider cows' milk allergy especially if also skin rashes and a personal or family history of atopy. Do a 2-6w exclusion of cows' milk to test the hypothesis.
We make every effort to ensure the information in these pages is accurate and correct at the date of publication, but it is of necessity of a brief and general nature, and this should not replace your own good clinical judgement, or be regarded as a substitute for taking professional advice in appropriate circumstances. In particular check drug doses, s ide effects and interactions with the British National Formulary. Save insofar as any such liability cannot be excluded at law, we do not accept any liability for loss of any type caused by reliance on the information in these pages.
OUR UPCOMING COURSES
What's not included? Our courses contain NO theorists, NO gurus, NO sponsors, NO reps on the day! Just real life GPs who will be back at the coal face as soon as the course has finished.
www.gp-update.co.uk
Our comprehensive one-day update courses for GPs, GP STs, and General Practice Nurses.
We do all the legwork to bring you up to speed on the latest issues and guidance.
All our courses are: Relevant Developed and presented by practising GPs and immediately relevant to clinical practice.
Challenging Stimulating and thought-provoking.
Unbiased
Completely free from any Pharmaceutical company sponsorship.
Fun!
Humorous and entertainingwithout compromising the content!
Are they for me?
Our courses are designed for:
• GPs, trainers and appraisers preparing for appraisal and revalidation or wanting to keep up to date across the whole field of general practice.
• GP ST1, 2 & 3, looking for the perfect launch pad into general practice and help with AKT and CSA revision.
• GPs who want to be brought up to speed following maternity leave or a career break.
• General Practice Nurses, especially those seeing patients with chronic diseases.
What's included?
• 6 CPD credits in a lecture based format, with plenty of time for interaction, humour and video clips, to keep you focussed and awake.
• care over the last 5 years and covering the subjects more extensively than possible in the course.
• 12 months subscription to www.gpcpd.com. With three times the content of the handbook, it allows you to capture CPD credits as you read on the site and use it in consultations! It also comes with focussed learning activities to earn further CPD credits.
• Buffet lunch and refreshments throughout the day! This one day update is a comprehensive guide to understanding and managing common gynaecological problems in general practice. You will meet "the Fallopians", a fictitious family with more gynaecological complaints than you can shake a speculum at. Using a case-based approach will give you the skills to manage your female patients in a real surgery.
We aim to make the day fun, interactive as well as educational. You will leave the course feeling more confident, knowledgeable and with a much stronger pelvic floor!!! The day is designed for all GPs and GP STs -not just those with a special interest!
Exeter
Thur 3 Nov
London
Fri 4 Nov
Leeds
Thur 10 Nov
Manchester
Fri 11 Nov
The Cancer Update Course
Within the next 15 years the need for cancer care will double and you will look after as many cancer survivors as diabetics.
Shared care follow up will become the norm, secondary care will pass responsibility to us.
A key 2015 Lancet Oncology commission paper warned that: "GPs are inadequately trained and resourced to manage the growing demand for cancer care in high income countries".
Education for GPs was one of their 5 key recommendationsx -we can help!
The Cancer Update Course covers many more topics in much more depth than our GP Update Course. It offers you time to reflect and put into practice your cancer learning.
Cancer care is changing -get ahead with the Red Whale Cancer Update Course. Sometimes it feels like the thriving GP is an endangered species -demands on limited time and resources have never been higher. Our practices run in ever more complex ways and our teams extend beyond the practice walls. Often we get that instinctive feeling that there must be a better way to do things but creating the space to make it happen can be difficult.
Manchester
As usual Red Whale has done all the legwork to bring you a concise, practical and actionable one day course and handbook. Not only have we trawled through lots of relevant management, leadership and development literature, but we have also distilled its content through the lens of real GPs, enabling you to apply it to the reality of your practice.
Leeds
Fri 18 Nov
Birmingham
Sat 19 Nov
Bristol
Fri 25 Nov
Cambridge Sat 26 Nov
Our Consultation Skills Courses
One day small group courses designed for GPs, GP STs and General Practice Nurses.
The courses have a practical focus and lots of engaging exercises allowing delegates to rehearse the most effective consultation behaviours. But don't worry, there won't be any role playing in front of everybody!
The Telephone Consultation Course
With the increased importance of telephone consultations this course aims to deliver practical skills which can be put to use immediately. The telephone is being used more and more by nurses as well as doctors in primary care, for triage, consultation and follow-up; in the daytime as well as out of hours. Our goal is to help you overcome difficulties and leave you with concrete ideas to enhance your own telephone contacts with patients.
London
Thur 6 Oct
Manchester Thur 13 Oct
The Effective Consultation Course
The Course focuses on behaviours which enhance effective use of time in the consultation. Efficient consultations reduce clinical risk and lower the risk of complaints and lawsuits. The course uses the rich evidence base on which consultation behaviours enhance effectiveness and how to go about learning them. We focus on actions and you will leave with many practical tips to use in your consulting room the following day.
Leeds
Wed 5 Oct
London
Fri 25 Nov
The Medically Unexplained Symptoms Course
